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Kenanah and Hedal, both of Nejdean origin, Have followed the
same track, till among the Arab inhabitants of 'Oman, one fourth
or thereabouts appear tp be of non-Kahtanee descent ; a con-
jecture further warranted by a slight difference in dialect and
in feature, with an occasional variety in religious tenets., enough
in short to establish a distinction for which oral tradition alone
might else seem an insufficient guarantee. Negro and Abyssinian
blood predominates to the south-east.

On the north-western flank of Eas Mesandum,, from the vil-
lage of Ajrnan to Sha'am, exists a singular colony of unmixed
Nejdean descent, and of comparatively recent establishment,
the Djowasimah. Like the inhabitants of Barr-Faiis they trace
their ancestral stem to Mcteyr; their settlement seems to have
taken place within the last two hundred years. The Djowasi-
mah are Wahhabees of the Wahhaboes, and consequently bitter
enemies of all around them; innate fierceness of character
heightened by fanaticism, and the protection ensured them
partly by the inaccessible ramparts of their craggy nest, and
partly by Nejdean alliance and patronage, enables them to
maintain their ground against all assailants by land or sea.

With this local exception, and a few others of less importance
to be noticed in the course "of our narrative,, the tenets of Ebn-
'Abd-el-Wahhab, and even of Mahomet himself, meet with
slender countenance in 'Oman, where, even more than in Hasa,
religious belief, blended with the civil and moral existence of
the people, has a very ambiguous and multiform stamp ; the
natural result of new creeds half adopted and engrafted on old
ones but half laid aside. Something analogous may be observed
in other nations; and few indeed, if any, are they who have not
more or less sewn a new piece on an old garment. But nowhere
is the patchwork more evident than in the eastern miglc of
Arabia, from Aboo-Debee to Rfis-el-Ha<l<l, tmcl even farther
down to Haclramaut itself.

The old religion of 'Oman was Sabooan, and apparently of the
fashion once predominant not only in Chaldzca but in Persia
also, before that the dualistic theory had corrupted the simplicity
of the older system. I need hardly remark that this solar
and astral worship, sometimes symbolized on earth by tire, and
excluding all art-made forms, was very different from the
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